
 

 January 2023 FOWLER FLASHES   Vol 67 Issue 1 

Hello friends,  

I pray and hope that your Christmas was filled 
with the promises of the Angels given to the 
Shepherds that Christmas Eve. “Do not be 
afraid, for see, I bring you good news of 
great joy which will be to all the people. 
For there is born to you, this day, in the 
city of David, a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord”. 

I realize that a promise of great joy looks     
different for each of us, I also realize that we 
have a God who loves each of us in our very 
own unique way (which is good news in itself). 
The good news the angels are talking about is 
the birth of a baby, born in a manger to a   
couple of tired travelers. Mary and Joseph 
were far from home because of imperial rule, 
a peasant mother giving birth in unsanitary 
substandard housing. There was no fanfare, 
no royal delegation. Mary gave birth in an odd 
place and under very odd circumstances for 
the birth of a king.  

Instead, what we find here is the beginning of 
a deep and surrendering unwavering love   
story for all of mankind.  

Isn’t that the promise of the angels, after all, a 
great joy that will be for all the people? 

As I was looking ahead to 2023 and thinking 
about creating a safe space for people with 
disabilities and their families and caregivers, I 
was thinking about Lynn talking about        
Disability Theology.  

 

Well, we might ask the question what is 
Disability Theology?  

 Caritas Challenge 

 Prayers Needed 

 Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 United Women of Faith 

1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th 

 Worship @ 10:30 

 

5th UWF @ noon 

 

10th, 17th, 24th, & 31st 

 Tops @ 9 

 Prayer Group @ 10:30 

 Bible Study @ 11 

 

12th & 26th 

 Crafting Group 9 till noon 

8th 

 Ad Council meeting at noon 

24th 

 Flashes Articles Due 

 



Theology of course is the study of God. What is a disability? A disability is any  
condition of the body or mind (impairment) that makes it more difficult for the person 
with the condition to do certain activities (activity limitation) and interact with the 
world around them (participation restrictions). So, when we bring the two                
together...disability theology, as John Swinton defines it in the Cambridge Dictionary 
of Christian Theology, is the “attempt by disabled and non-disabled Christians to   
understand and interpret the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God, and humanity against the 
backdrop of the historical and contemporary experience of people with disabilities”  

I’d like to share parts of an article I found with you… 

 

"Wheaton Center for Faith and Disability, www.wheaton.edu/faithanddisability,        
retrieved on [12.27.22]."  

 

Preamble   

Though disability affects every race/ethnicity, religion, age, sex, and socio-economic 
class, what is perceived as a disability and who gets labeled accordingly varies from 
culture to culture. When measured against some level of minimal or average         
performance or standing, we must acknowledge the arbitrariness of such standards. 
Given the prevalence of disability in society, even those whose loved ones have not 
yet been touched by disability (whether physical, intellectual, developmental, or    
neuro-atypical), or by mental illness, will likely be impacted on some level eventually. 

 

God’s Image Bearers: A Glorious Reflection 

We read in Genesis that as the pinnacle act of creation, all people are made in the 
image of God and are designed for an intimate relationship with him and others. No 
matter our capacities, we each bear God’s image individually as integrated persons 
of body and soul/spirit. We also image God collectively. Our glorious purpose as    
image-bearers is to reflect God’s character into the world individually, as families, 
and as communities. (Genesis 1:26–27; 2 Corinthians 3:18) 

 

God’s Image Bearers: A Distorted Reflection 

We experience elements of brokenness in every aspect of our lives—in our bodies, 
minds, emotions, and our relationships—as well as externally, as we live in a world 
that groans to be freed from the bondage of sin and decay. While brokenness is now 
inherent to the human condition, disability often draws unique attention to our        
difficulties. Disability is experienced both functionally, through bodies that do not 
work as some might expect, and socially through relationships that do not respect, 
support, and affirm. (Genesis 3; Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 8:19–23) 

 

God’s Remedy Is Jesus 

The Gospels tell of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and ascension as the initial            



Installment of God’s promise of full restoration in his future return. In the testimony of 
the apostles and prophets, we see Jesus as the Messianic Seed, a resurrected        
Jewish God-man, who opened the door to both Jews and Gentiles, including the 
“poor, crippled, blind, and lame,” for salvation, adoption, and ultimately, the              
redemption of our earthly bodies. (Job 19:25–27; Luke 14:12–23; Romans 8; 1       
Corinthians 15) 

 

God’s Goodness and Sovereignty in the Face of Trials 

Through the story of Jesus’ encounter with a man born blind, we see Jesus             
addressing the societal ramifications of disability in addition to the functional          
ramifications. Jesus first corrects his disciples’ misconceptions that this man            
experienced disability because of personal sin (which would have created social    
barriers for the man born blind). Jesus instead declares, “This happened that the 
works of God might be displayed in his life.” The man’s disability was recognized as 
purposeful in the hands of a good, loving, and sovereign God at work in the context of 
a broken world. Jesus then restored the man’s vision. This demonstration of God’s 
power and purpose offers us perspective into God’s work among and through us     
despite the brokenness of the fall. We see Jesus holding in tension human             
brokenness and difficulty with divine value and purpose. We must do the same. (Job 
2; 42:1–6; John 9) 

 

God’s Economy 

In God’s economy, human value is not measured by what we can or cannot do, but 
instead by whose we are. When Moses hesitated to accept God’s commission to    
deliver his people by citing a self-perceived limitation, God sees no barriers to using 
those with disabilities to accomplish his purposes. In the New Testament, the Apostle 
Paul declares that the seemingly weaker members of the believing community are  
indispensable and to be given double honor. Furthermore, human weakness is      
portrayed as a platform to display God’s power. Those perceived as weak and less 
worthy of praise by human standards are not only suitable, but at times, they are 
uniquely gifted conduits of God’s grace, mercy, and love. (Exodus 4:10–12; 1         
Corinthians 12:20–26; 2 Corinthians 12:7–10) 

 

God’s Law of Love 

God is love. When Jesus walked the earth, he said, “As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another.” This sacrificial love necessarily makes demands on how we treat 
other people. As finite creatures, human beings are all limited in various ways.        
Additionally, none of us are autonomous or completely self-sufficient—nor are we 
meant to be. Disability can enhance the visibility and tangibility of God's love within a 
community by focusing on love’s demands where they reflect God’s character best. 
Additionally, people with disabilities can lead others into loving well by demonstrating 
God’s love in unique ways. (Leviticus 19:18; John 13:34; 1 Corinthians 13; 1 John 
3:16–20; 4:7–12) 

 



God’s People Respond 

As God’s people, what is our role in responding to disability? The church is to       
manifest God’s love to a watching world as we live in counter-cultural ways that reflect 
the values of God's kingdom on earth. With Jesus as our Head, we constitute his 
body. We are called to preserve unity in diversity (including diverse abilities)—until we 
grow into the maturity and stature of Jesus. (Ephesians 3:10–11; 4:13) 

 

The unity of God’s people does not depend upon talent or intellect. It depends on our 
union with Jesus. This is a relational oneness in Messiah (who himself is one with the 
Father) and with one another. (Psalm 133; John 17; 1 Corinthians 12:12–26; 1 Peter 
4:10) 

 

God's Presence and Purpose In Suffering 

Every one of us experiences suffering at some point in our lives. For some, the        
disability itself—or society’s response to disability—may create a source of physical or 
emotional suffering. Where is God when it comes to suffering? This question becomes 
especially poignant when disability is in view. We trust he works all things together for 
the good of his children. Amid even our deepest suffering, he has promised to be with 
us always—to eternally save, heal, and deliver us. (Psalm 34:18–19; Proverbs 3:11–
22; John 16:33; Romans 8:18–28; 2 Corinthians 1:3–5; Hebrews 12:5–8) 

So amazing, such beautifully woven together words, a piece of art. I hope that you  
enjoyed a deeper and richer look into the world of Disability Theology. I plan on       
unpacking those much more in the months to come. I pray that as we as the body of 
Christ move forward with our plans to become a community of Open Hearts, Open 
Minds, and Open Doors that we not only say those words but live those words out in 
the life of our church here at Fowler. 

Peace my friends...pastor René 

 



Chili Cook-Off! 

January 22 
Bring in your best chili and let us all 

decide whose is the best.  So warm up 

those crock pots! 

Do you prefer your chili with beans?  

Regular chili?  White chili?  Let us 

see what you like to make! 



  

 

 

 

 

 

2nd - Phyllis Dunlap 

7th - Ellen Kelly 

31st - Joan Grater 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Wishing our friends and family 

  a “happy. . .”,  

 a “merry. . .,  

  a “best wishes . . .,”  

  and a “blessings . . ..” 

 for their special day. 

 

 

Hand of God to Touch 

Our Church 

Safe travels for the holiday 

Ukraine 

all of our Shut-ins 

  

Health and Healing 

All those with the Flu 

Neighbors with cancer 

 Brother, Patrick, who almost lost his foot 

due to an infection 

Dan & Wendy Montgomery 

 

Continued Prayers. 

Linda Stancil 

Vonnie Fergen 

 Lance recovering from surgery 

 

Prayers of Gratitude 

For friendly neighborhood helpers 

 

“And pray in the Spirit on all          

occasions with all kinds of prayers 

and requests.  With this in mind, be 

alert and always keep on praying for 

all the Lord’s people.” 

Ephesians 6:18 NIV 



This month’s challenge 

is Chili!   

Let’s get at least 100 

cans. 

We can do this! 

 

The first meeting of United Women in Faith in 2023 will be   January 5 at noon 
in Corinthian Hall. 

We will be filling out our pledge forms and making out our budget for the new 
year. Please be sure to attend. Roberta Decker will lead the devotions and prepare 
a dessert. Bring a sack lunch.  

Sharon Stovall, President  
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